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PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Facilities registering in the Midwest Renewable Energy Tracking System (M-RETS) have asked the
Commission to clarify the standards for air quality in Minn. Stat. § 216B.1691, subd. 5, to enable
them to determine whether renewable energy certificates (RECs) from multi-fuel electrical
generation units (co-fired facilities and generating units that use fuel blending) can be used to meet
the Minnesota renewable energy standard.'

On July 14, 2009, the Commission issued a Notice seeking comment on how to interpret and apply
Minn. Stat. § 216B.1691, subd. 5(a), which provides as follows:

(a) Electricity produced by fuel combustion through fuel blending
or co-firing under paragraph (b) may only count toward a utility’s
objectives or standards if the generation facility:

(1) was constructed in compliance with new source
performance standards promulgated under the federal Clean
Air Act for a generation facility of that type; or

! Minn. Stat. § 216B.1691. Entities registering facilities in M-RETS are expected to make a self
designation of “MN eligible” if renewable energy certificates from their facilities meet Minnesota
eligibility. Generation facilities, however, can register in M-RETS without receiving a designation of MN
eligible or any other specific state designation.
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