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Subscriber Group Small Group Discussions Table Topics 

Packet 

1. Aggregation 
a. Goals for this topic: 

Subscribers provide insight and considerations on any documentation, tariff sheets, 
contracts, notification schedules that could streamline the administrative workload and 
standardize the verification process for aggregated projects. 

b. Summary: 
M-RETS is experiencing an increase in the number of aggregated distributed 
generators in the system; we expect more to come with MN SES, approximately 2,400 
customer sited units in MN.  At least 10% of the 1.5 % MNSES goal must be met by 
solar energy generated by or procured from solar photovoltaic devices with a nameplate 
capacity of 20 kw or less.  Furthermore, Illinois has a DG solar requirement ramping up 
in 2014  

c. Relevant Sections of Operating Procedure: 
i. 3.3.2 Distributed Generation Aggregation 
ii. 3.3.3 Verification of Static Data Submitted During Generator Registration 
iii. 3.4 Assignment of Rights of Registration –  Designation of Responsible Party 
iv. 6.2 Misrepresentation of Static Information 

d. Supporting Documentation: 
i. Attachment A-registration documentation matrix 
ii. Attachment B-proposed required fields for registering DG units 

e. Issues and Areas for Input 
i. Schedule A Requirement 
ii. Metering Considerations ANSI Standards 

   
2. Minnesota Solar Energy Standard (MN SES) 

a. Goals for this topic: 
Subscribers provide insight on additional flags or identifiers that would improve the M-
RETS system for MN SES compliance.   
 
Identify additional fields Subscribers would like to see in a particular report to help with 
MN SES compliance. 

a. Summary: 
At least ten percent of the 1.5 percent goal must be met by solar energy generated by 
or procured from solar photovoltaic devices with a nameplate capacity of 20 kilowatts or 
less.  Illinois has a DG solar goal ramping up this year and Wisconsin has several DG 
units registered in M-RETS. 
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3. Data Requests-Process 
a. Goals for this topic: 

Provide guidance to staff on how to respond to data requests, particularly from 
government staff.   

b. Summary: 
Staff currently has access to public reports, the regulator view, and invoicing data. 
 
We may get requests from NREL or state agencies dealing with solid waste.  
Sometimes these calls are directed to the System Administrator and staff by 
Commission staff. 
Example: “Do you have data for 2012 for MWh produced at power plants X & Z that 
exclusively used refuse derived fuel?” 
 
Can we direct the staff to the account holder to fulfill this data request? 
Should staff draft a data request form that account holders and board can approve? 

 
 

4. REC to RIN 
a. Goals for this topic: 

Subscribers determine if they need anything from M-RETS in reports or in the data base 
to participate in the RIN market.  
 

b. Summary: 
The EPA has proposed new pathways to Renewable Identification Number (RIN) 
creation.  The pathway most relevant to our work at M-RETS seems to be electricity 
from Landfill Biogas as a Qualifying Cellulosic Biofuel. Based on its GHG accounting, 
EPA proposes that electricity generated from landfill gas feedstocks is a cellulosic 
biofuel, capable of generating RINs. While EPA implies that the electricity may need to 
be used to charge electric vehicles (EVs), the proposed rule is unclear about the level of 
verification required to demonstrate that the electricity is being used for a transportation 
purpose. Rules were expected this winter, but with the shutdown, it is unclear. 
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5. Import/Export 

a. Goals for this topic: 
Subscribers identify scenarios where they need to import and export RECs between 
REC tracking systems. 
 
Example of data needed to review an import request: 

1. Summary of what you are trying to achieve. 
2. Current M-RETS account holders impacted by this request. (Who is 

benefitting and how does this help M-RETS customers?) 
3. Tracking Systems involved and the directional flow of the REC. 
4. Fuel type. 
5. Voluntary or Compliance? 
6. Origin of the REC-Attributes/REC definition of RECS originally issued that are 

to be transferred. 
7. Metering standards the issued RECs were subject to (example:  were these 

customer sited solar PV RECs, and if so, what sort of meter standards 
applied to the original issuance) 
 

b. Summary: 
Subscribers may currently export RECS to MIRECS, NCRETS and NARR. The board 
has a goal of adopting policies to determine the parameters for exports to all systems as 
well as allowable imports into MRETS. We have been working with other tracking 
systems to identify data and metering standards and required documentation and 
verification for imported and exported RECs.  We are using sample requests to quide 
development of policies. 
 

c. Sections of Operating Procedure that deal with Import/Export: 
i. 15 Imports and Exports of Certificates 
ii. 15.1 Import of Certificates 
iii. 15.2 Export of Certificates 
iv. 15.3 Re-Import of Exported Certificates 
v. 15.4 Preventing Double Counting of Imported/Exported Certificates 

 
d.  Supporting Documentation Attached: 

i. Attachment C- Import-Export pdf  
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6. Open Topic:_________________________________ 

a. Goals for this topic: 
 

b. Summary: 
 

c. Sections of Operating Procedure: 
 

7. Open Topic:_________________________________ 
a. Goals for this topic: 

 
b. Summary: 

 
c. Sections of Operating Procedure: 

 
 
 

Thank you for participating in the 2013 Subscriber Group Table Topics. 
Feel free to share your ideas and suggestions with staff year round. 
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